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SEVENTH ANNUAL PARK REPORT. 


To the Honorable, the Mayor of the City of Indianapo- 
lis, Indiana 


Dear Sir—We present herewith the Annual Report of this 
Board for the vear 1901, generally stating the work accom- 
plished, and include ae detailed reports from the Engineer 
and Superintendent and also that of the Secretary. 

The progress made during the past year has been satisfac- 


tory, as the parks have improved in general appearance. 


A good portion of the appropriation during the past year 
went to pay for improvements made during the previous year, 
and the funds left were not sufficient to continue much per- 
manent improvement, yet on the whole the work done is satis- 
factory. 

The permanent work the past year consists of the grading 
of lawns, unsightly banks and hillsides; the grading and gravel- 
ing of roads, and the construction of walks and necessary build- 
ings. 

In planning parks, each individual location is treated accord- 
ing to its varied conditions, for no two parks may be treated 
alike, nor nearly alike. In a study of a park the plans are laid 
for years ahead, and each year’s work, if the funds permit, 
mark a step toward the final completion. As the work pro- 

gresses and the ideas of the designer gradually become evident, 
an public can see and appreciate the study and care such things 
require. All our parks show the results of progressive work, 


especially the newer ones, and we think, from the great number 


of persons visiting the parks during the past. summer, that. the 
people generally alae much benefit therefrom. 

The ror of the Engineer and Superintendent gives the de- 
tails of maintenance and improvements in each park, and that 
of the Secretary shows the distribution of the funds expended. 

In conclusion, we desire to thank Mr. M. H. Spades for the 
erection and presentation to the city of a stone pagoda in Spades 


Place. 
Respectfully submitted, 
CHAS.. EK. COFFIN, 
Isaac KING, 
M. A. DOWNING, 
GEORGE MERRITT, 


Board of Park Commissioners. 
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SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF J, CLYDE POWER, 
ENGINEER AND SUPERINTENDENT. 


DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS, 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND., Dec. 31, 1901. 


To the Honorable, the Board of Park Commissioners, of 
the City of Indianapolis, Indiana: 


Gentlemen—-I have the honor to present to you a report, 
showing in detail the work performed in the different parks 
of this city during the year 1901. 

GARFIELD PARK, .-,, i 

This park has grown in beauty to a great degree, many of the 
trees planted during the past six years showing good growth 
and adding much to the landscape. The bicycle path leading 
from Shelby street to the park proper was completed, and the 
lawns of the Shelby street entrance were graded and sown,in 
grass seed as far as possible during the season. In the main 
part of the park, the work consisted of grading rough places, 
spreading soil, raking and rolling of roads and lawns, and the 
planting of trees, shrubs and flowers. Most of the trees planted 
were to fill in where others had died from the effects of fire, 
borers and the exceedingly dry summer. ‘The tree planting of 
the entrance was finished according to plan and only renewals 
will be required hereafter. 

All the stone work for a new shelter house was put in during 
the summer and fall, and the structure is now ready to receive 
the steel trusses and roof. 

The greenhouses, in which are propagated all the plants and 
flowers for all parks, produced a large number this year and 
much of the expense of this park is used in growing materials 
for all parks. One large house is devoted to palms and tropical 
plants, and during the chrysanthemum show in November, 
many of these palms were used to decorate Tomlinson Hall, 
where the show was held. The children’s playground has be- 
come quite popular and the swings and Maypoles were in great 
demand all summer. The planting was good the past season, 
and the plants used were as follows: 











Averatum Variegatumy o 2% ccs e iste om cheew ita ene 4,760 
A Peratum cBluG ie Beak want-cee ee ee EES 5 3 EB gS A. 1,450 
A STEPS Urea’. sition ee ere POTEAU Ter ohsae eae 2,600 
Agaves (Me@XiICANAS ri Gass WS 2 we ose, «Reis Beer, oot 25 
A.chyranthus. linden)... a saak doe eee 2,760 
Acalypha—Macafeana and Marginata.................. 1,085 
ATO UTIL GTS ere ee i Re ee ke ee ec a 36 


Alternantheras— 


PATON yY CHOMES ere 8 eee eee a eee Le 1,220 
Paronychoides, Major i122. e ason | neal ee 1,750 
Aurea: NA@Daeeiswah.v5 he octets dole cal ear tas anne 1,620 
TTIGOLOL © bo. 2 ha A ee Pe Scone, oad RY tae ee 3,840 
Versicoloneiss vise pctdenta pe eae At oh a Reet 2,010 
Begonias p< pas ey Sew «ewe cee ck Cicenaee oy ies bs ee ee 550 
COLOUS Bs cP RE 0 aati ces eevee eae Te nets ane 6,120 
Caladium esculentum and purpureum................ ATL 
GY DOTUS eae 5g FR: Sh et ek see archon 635 
Calendula: 3 yp on a ih cere ots pene phieAcleue we cheheatiacnue sea 150 
CACTUS. |. Boh iether ee oereiny atiaiie er Oh ate Sane ee es ES 
Crotons ... (ORL Pe pe ee be anne ee oe oe re 
Cuphea, Hissopifolia and Placentra....).......06..". 4,245 
GhrysantheniwmM si ose) sales oan «he canto evteee san et eee 925 
COreODSip Se eta os Ione Ps ten nda tare Sis MAAC ee cna eee 375 


Gelosia sti Sr Oe oe ee eee pan Tae ”. ee 


Cobea Scandens— 


GOSTIOS oir cs oaete Cte eee Sie BaP RR aes eer the a 75 
FARNATIONS -24 ai S Wik ahaa ete Soc oe etme te Re Ot tee 1,090 
Calliopsis’< sater Fh Die oda eae eae cee bee aire a 200 
Cannas— 
Presidente Cleyelands 3.705 sage eee Si se Shee ae 40 
Franz Buchnerivis shew icatese elite SE ee eee 110 
Da) woe ee Ne iste oh a a plat ee de ee 142 
20]. Nia Re RUCK eset er oe we eet oe er ee ee 255 
Mrs. J. Clyde: Pow ere oo. tics rages cea A 65 
Florenees\Vausnan’ >A. aie aaute & oer nee 1 eee 127 
| ig: 4 Oy: Baa rere Sara ene MN Matthys a AT ee EDS Sa Lg 219 
Columbia stoner es eins, auld Cian ae eee ee 132 
CICA LO Bee. eS sie veloc w er ace et an od eee enee 560 
Madam: Grogye..n se cee einen ME sk Rae ne eID 
Queen. Charlottes: Aon eee ee, Be ee 178 
Hgandale ...... a gue ‘ata ah Poeba Td We NURSE. 8 bss Aha eo Sone ae 564 
Thomas Taggart: (ya eto, Bee bes oe er Le 168 
Rc, Men eGanuuiak aa nivasnee » Mist Acer s Paine Sete ee SBA 
Mrs: RevAs McKean? 2 s8 soy at preety eee a 
Seed lin os 27 feo ee ee eee eae eee Rencoa ee eee 1,700 
Centanrea. 2y MNOCAIPS: tc nts he css et bloke eae eens in See 500 
Daisies... SU as bak ae tle ook Cent ohtatite. st, OEe Sy ae ae etry 8, 
Bilatlias: 4 -varietiess of u25ikit 2. eee: te wees seein 180 
Hichev erigycyes #4 tee, eae as os Gab de AA ae cae pee 1,200 
Huca ly ptusslO8 Warleties vr. osc ake ec orale shale ee een 400 
BORN Se Fs vow 5 ee ies Sons Shee Lae tae ee tee AR ee 60 
Colden (Méather yess. eae eee Pe Sale ee eee eee eae! 
Ga diols tia tot ee eee eek ee NG eee te a ene 1,200 


Graillardiayin 2 tes i eee. aan Ce en ae ee Cr. 250. 


“JIC pleyszecr) 
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Garfield Park. 
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Garfield Park. 





Geraniums— 
MRPMATITO RL TER VVORL & oeaicy UN tue o PA aoe e olhs § Rc lose iy Decca geo Se 5,628 
eC RRCLENTICIIG S¥o totam. Saal. yes wits w estes Ge Eps OK 3,182 
REPEAT ind CMEOUM TE eee eis cle oaks wt ciaitin's, sete 0k see aoa 1,000 
RMP CELT. GU cee ce co es dicks)’ « 2.0% alede sive wece whe T80 © 
OPORTO Lon Ged ieee ph eGh ee We toa ds fe Sada oc eee 651 
(oh OL AEE ASS Bi ah era re og ne 1,426 
DETR eea WU EN Tl cee tee ok See Oia er cs cana geiko, « wor ove eltervin tale, 780 
PARP SSORIV UT DAR ete so a Or Me Tee Aha gent ns Rabel te goa 2,277 
ON GERD RUNS ISIE od fae BSS a Rs ou Oa ter Se ae 1,860 
(PA TT er ae cde ae Pe ec YR a, ee 570 
Ree ER er PIC ITIN sere yn cing (ote Sei aie Adast i? ph oreycherahe ae so 3,650 
MITTACMML TOR Ati e Stet et ole take sac iNa ah geet Senta gf Monte Oph nee 75 
PME IMM a ee URE EC) Wo Ure Setcatsh iooete, ves avg ake ais, 0 ake Be Raat ra eo Teel « 50 
YS oc PR DM ea alee 5 SU, ea tpn ig RCO 79 
RIOR rE RS ais bets ee Pe Sd Cakes wee hs 2 bie Gale Bae 110 
PEDAL RIA CE Sakic eis lintoe gc onl mies Hees « 48D 
ELE DO OTCLA VONEL. © ales) ttle oss a es Sse ss wale bodies 175 
NEMEMETY SLTEOTICIINULIN fr 7 slots to cete  ecc te sieeve inte Sie ae eed eR Ok 7D 
0 eM 062 ofa a re Rae ee Te tty oot ae es ee te tot cart 110 
ag ella oe Re IRE se eh lar mR can a RR ao PR, eo 130 
(UTC EY SN AAS gl So ena ae OA Re Belen IESE 4,119 
ME EPEC (SA LITOTIIA co ene.s sie erele a ous bw ecole eevee cee Be 25 
eee Ta TA TPVETIGHT LCL B9) oases SP ale wh creo) 8. e pyebd eo Gee vuetthe ee 750 
UTERO LO ONT PORT re he YA waco, fee nin aise &peoeie bee veo 650 
CTE Io fn od Oo a Go 70 
SUMP ES PENI LOUIS GR ce erate: Beep, a Soaks Sg 5 dake YS os Sones ture wes 150 
CTU ET oak egy A oar a ae Ce MED arr OS Shh MPR SE 125 


MILITARY PARK. 


The work in this park consisted generally of cutting the 
grass, raking and rolling the roadways and sprinkling the lawns 
and roads. Dead trees were removed and new ones planted. 

The toboggan slide, which gave so much pleasure to the 
children last winter, has again been erected and in addition 
thereto, a small shed has been erected, in which there is a stove, 
making a very comfortable place for those who get cold. 

The stone base of the cannon ball monument, having gone to 
pieces, a new one was placed in position early in the summer. 

The whole park has been kept in excellent condition and was 
patronized by a large number of persons. 

‘The most popular sport for children is in the use of the May- 
poles, of which there are four in this park. 

A number of young trees died from the effects of borers and 
dry weather, although it seemed they were well supplied with 
water, but all the cieaie planted in the fall of 1900 thrived 
well. 

The Indianapolis Water Company has improved the bank of 
the canal along Military Park, by planting Norway maples and 
wild roses. 
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‘The planting in this park was as follows: 


Alférnentheras soe. os 0 ent Oe bi ts ee ee 6,360 
A POP ALITA EAE SL lease ooo. W 8S atreckae Weel ot no a ee a 1,740 
A chyrantiiisiecn ein bees Pe tn Fa, 55 ee eee ee een ae 416 
Acalypha: corte ee ee one eee dae tae ie a 135 
Coleus ese eg owe Se se ido bap oes as San Rae wees rg ak ee 3,570 
OATIDAS yey ee ee ans, aca hi ten ev ae ame eee aa ‘62 nahn eee 820 
Oalen lace ne 20's oa oe ee cee eee tis a5 he ee 110 
PUIG CE; Rent pay Cee min REN CRAM ber ael eA Ere Cun eee Re A Fe 5 100 
Cera aria ers sec is ois che ao ak hey Posteo a Fall a eink tree ost 
SRlVvia pSDlEndens & . ives yy ey a csaats hoa neh Se 245 
Peristrophe 2.8.0. Poo s Fue ae el ae a ee 800 
Elardy 3H erns 3s; oo. se Pee ees ee ee ieee 200 
Golden Feather 9s. See Pee eee Ladi ght jae Lae 
Marigolds 3s nici fh Gh te RO So ee oe ee ee a ee 
Hollyhocks ..... EO IY oth RE carer “ee £6 
Be@ZONIAS | ihe ee Cs he A Os Ok Wied igi rane eee ee 200 
PANSICS 327s hae aie Bie eta eg Tete Renta See etd ene ee ee AT5 


Plants that were stolen during the summer were replaced 
with others this fall, and the rhododendron bed doubled in size. 


UNIVERSITY SQUARE. 

One of the most beautiful squares in America. ‘This square 
is not treated as the other parks, with shrubbery, ete., but is 
planted solely with tropical plants during the summer, making 
it a truly tropical garden. Its condition during the past year 
was fine. The walks were edged and the gravel ones raked and 
rolled. The maintenance work consists generally of mowing 
the grass and sprinkling the lawns. 


The flowers and plants used the past year were as follows: 


ACAIV DIA Fos k Ce ein ee haan pate eee eek ee oer te a - 885 
“A Teernantheras: oo es Voices esr ree eee ee cee ee 4,170 
Achyranthusge. .c% Gh eRe > Se ei eos wee aera ee 50 
Anthericum <5. 6 REARS ee 1,120 
CPeraDiiins “354-. +. cn eaten Mn pRMeRe er Curt Try ON way oo 1,450 
Ua lanidinintasn ecco eee ee PE ee Oe yk ee ke 50 
Cannas ste coe ate, ee eee Ret or eae 605 
COLOUS: seals ee ae A RR aa ies ong ec aa ei ort ee e 2,250 
CYGOTODS Maia oe 3's oh nnd oun a ae RA EE Seine eee an eee 110 
Micts | Wa stica i oo etc ges itoke ee cer anette oo eo eae 34 
PATBSICH Oe. bes See Se eee a a eal os CRS Cau Speer ane as 1,160 
Musa 2enseta 0.2008 Sia Bree Siw eae ae ee 
TUS CHE WELLES yoo doo Se inna ao uaee Soe nce A ep eon hey Sean ee cle 
ASDA GIS tra Bi 45. Bob ota ee seces none ota ea ne te iecata 2 tee es i kate ae al 25 
Begonias. sic fe Ca Sk a a Re hic Oe eee 340 
Phoenix -reclinata gear osnteee ula i iv gestae Bronce ats Ace Po 12 
Pandannns:Vieitchil and -Uutlise ste eras Pergt 29) 45 
Hatania» Borbonica es Ps Awe oe yee Sale eae See eae a 
Lewistoniatrotundifoliax, «ite peu. ee eee mS 4 
Rhapis flabelafornis: 3.4 apse ok ales tae ctchge ee irae ee 
Seaforthia elegans 5548 yak eho take ee eee 1 
BANSCVETIA vc ats ie.okece eee oR he ae Oe th ae en ee moe 12 
Lucca A lifolia sand AViariGgatacn sine tres koe eee ee 2 
Kentia, Belmoriana and Fosteriana.../..........s..0.6. 28 


A PAVE MOR ICANAS Cocke sont vc ce un ards ei ew Ei ces ieee tae ooh este 4 
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areca luvescens and Verschaffeltii. i406... . 0.08.45... a 
ET RETA COSA © SIG Cains i tus oielo.sitie «eine Gn lae mis bom e e 6 6 
Rey CLC CLA ING 4 hve akitee rites vod ys Bovewiate 0 balsa old 2 
PPT SOA LSU PL Sco raed cent a ten Clase sieinte Gta cele isla 's ahs ate 
Sree EV OUI Cela. cheat Ea Tete e trate jie tel at urs. 0, nG6 Fei te eg iS 
PPReEII SL Si Md crate il Hane f ERT RTRs ite B sale Viet lerdd Sake a os 

mraco sang fragrans?.Jvec. «. Pen ty rey ete eel tice ade 5 
SURO N Tatil MASSAIIOEHIIAe erer eis aite c's coarse s sacle oan 4 


ST. CLAIR SQUARE 


Was kept in nice condition and it required much work on ac- 
count of the hot, dry summer. The lawns were mowed, raked 
and sprinkled, the latter being done almost constantly through 
the season. Trees were planted in place of the ones which died 
and some trimming was done. The State owns this square, and 
the city occupies it by reason of permjssion to do so, given by 
the Board of Trustees of the Blind Asylum several years ago, 
and late in the fall the present. Trustees ordered a part of the 
south end of the improved square to be’ fenced in for a place to 
store coal, without a notification of any kind to this Board or 
myself, partially destroying a line of shrubs which were planted 
along the fence line. The present location of their fence mars 
the park considerably. 


The flowers and plants used were as follows: 


RSE TLT CCL el Sic 20) A APS Chee tien win ltnda ear We ihe, MULES ole OIE Cas 9,000 
TUES ORS ee hes RENE as dale Es. eevee hadaaias dia, to.e ac eneae & cua elh 6 280 
MRSC LMT ar he a aela G1 Gi aie Uae lale'lr. cote se che,o7a Stace) dtm. ws Fave ee, « 230 
MNES: Ft UME etn ri Se atone Aaa ot ok aw Suet < wie Eos hee oe alel's 740 
Me MMILEST) LLOeAneene en AAs “ccruk We Ps oes chic bales atee ya oheaceian + eae s keace,.) 565 
Bee PATHE ay STs kate ey Ing ON ened 2a) apieonde d Bo date abe ih 160 
EL REE TE pelo Clg Se oer ge Ieee Wen cara ce Rice’ CAME eae 185 
‘ow ell Goce Caray a] BO pn i oat |, At cae ee a ari Be ee ML a 85 
IEW ELSES GES AER NDA I er Rl CP NEE oe were ere ae eA 1,920 
REST MEM catee Oe Pett one tov en dei abit Wa IPI proboueeu de wuclt stele epee ite (oF 320 
RESUOUIRY Ss cts clases « PN et Shed oth ee Spek ea Dace en hn ee a SE: eh 1,285 
MEMES TATUEVIOS Av cides PRPs Ch Oretachi Ure ois ciate cae Oat oiila eerie: wou ware 905 
CUT LIS EIS 9 eel age a gd ON RR et a hl et ka Rn ee 40 
alae RSP SG ON ve, Ba Ane A at Nes A Pe Pr ea 245 
EMEC LMM tre Prag sh PE Fest Vaid cw! Gielc taal Sere Asie etale se ie erarelatla-s. ¢ 60 
ON TERGIS ERED SEs ohh A bo) Se Ae si eee Are 42 
DATEL MNES Sees a a ORs CPALSTO le EN ME os he ta or bh are ofa eo 5 538 
MCG ENG OLUCRIR So" eke cat ub a eae ANI), ie, Soo Ai a ae 194 
EEL Ie LE MIN ONS ree OO a ata ere ie cia, Lat Noe fae Obata cores sheath che: oho 120 
FYLETGHER PLACE. ’ 


This is a small triangle, but I do not know of a spot in the 
city which is more admired. The oriental plane trees which 
were planted five years ago, have grown as fast as Carolina 
poplars, and are the most handsome lot of trees in the city. 

The only work was maintenance and it consisted of mowing 
grass, raking leaves and the sprinkling of lawns. 
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SPADES PLACE. 


Improvements here are progressing slowly. An appropria- 
tion of $1,500 was given for the improvements of Spades Place, 
but the people of the neighborhood compelled the laying of a 
cement sidewalk along the north edge of the park, which nearly 
exhausted the improvement fund. Much filling was done in 
the eastern part, where the park was lower than the street. 

In the spring I designed a pagoda or band stand for Mr. H. 
M. Spades to be placed in the park. It was built during the 
summer and donated to the city. It is a stone and steel fire- 
proof building, a 24-foot. octagon, and in the basement are 
toilet rooms, with the most modern improvements, for both 
sexes. The cost of this building was about $3,000. After the 
completion of the building, it was connected up with both sewer 
and water pipe and will be ready for use next season. 


STREET CENTERS. 


East Eleventh street. 

New Jersey street—Morton Place. 
Alabama street—Morton Place. 
Delaware street—Morton Place. 
Oriole street. 

South street and Fletcher avenue. 


All street centers were adorned with beds of flowering: and 
foliage plants and were kept in nice condition. Kast Eleventh 
street was being paved and was not finished until well into the 
summer and during this time no care was taken of these centers, 
but as soon as the contractor was through, they were put under 
proper care. 


The following plants and flowers were used in the decoration 


of these centers: ; 
Alternantheras:..fc eax be occas clive ane ees eh 5,480 
A Cora ttm ) B55 a enon tien og eae ete coun leer ee ee 2,945 
A CH Yy TATED UB ese bia phd he haces eee eed ke 1,110 
Cala GATOS yi ei hie nee aie eon hate oem inhale ie ee le ee 482 
SANT AS 6 andic aiick, pte here atest He is ue hee een ee ee 3,008 
GeraAniNMS U4 ae a es ee ee ee are oe ee 11,374 
RROGEB Siig afoot ic us Byrn his Ae ote Oar nL ore tone ec at err 100 geass 
Sa ly fa on ee res ek ete 873 
Coleus) wate shoe vee odd on Woes eintiahohastele Bislonk's Siete 2,825 
COSOS Wa ihe eaten la RUS 2 ghee Siemans a sk al. ohts Ser eee 50 
ACA ODS Sears lentes ikke pot Noy Apelidinoaahe (8 a fe wiat on ee eee 121 
Total number of beds, 110; distributed as follows: 

Three streets in Morton Place: .7...05....4... 72 beds. 

Fletcher avenue and South street............ 29 beds. 

Hendricks -Streetin to Vio ican ee ee 6 beds. 


Oriole BITeRT AA. cole: eC ae es Ce ee eee 3. beds: 


‘20R[q ,Sopeds ul veposeg 
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BROOKSIDE PARK. 


Both maintenance and improvements were carried on in this 
park during the past season, and the present condition of the 
park is excellent. | 

Several wells were driven, there being a considerable demand 
for more drinking water than the spring and older well could 
supply. Nearly four thousand feet of new roadway was com- 
pleted during the year. The entire park’ was maintained in 
good condition and persons who visited the park have spoken in 
praise of the place. As no water has been brought into this 
park, but few flowers could be planted, for all watering must be 
done by carrying water from the deep wells 

The north portion of this park is quite rough, it having 
been farmed, but some of the barren places have been dressed 
and grass seed sown. 

This is now a popular picnic ground and many picnics were 
held there during the summer. A small refreshment stand is 
there and the Masiolés attract the children. 

Where the new roadway approaches the bridge over Pogue’s 
Run, boulder walls have been built upon each side of the road- 
way to-support the banks and at the same time to be in keeping 
with all the other work in this park. Everything so far built, 
being of a rustic design and construction, 


The number used were as follows: 


LEN a ete CT Ee hte ONG. sy Lect eet Be eg Oe Se Rs Ea ee tenet lig reas Bat 70 
i fiia S005 OBES T: ae Ngan oe MIRE A= eS Ne ee 8 SR 440 


GREENLAWN. 


The old cemetery was kept cleanly and orderly. Many low 
places have been filled in and the bank bordering on White 
river has been dressed and seed sown. On account of the city 
not owning this piece of land, but little can be done there except 
to keep it clean and orderly. It is not an easy task to do this, 
but all things considered, it has been well cared for. 


HIGHLAND SQUARE. 


The work during the past season has been maintenance. No 
improvements could be made because the improvement of Dor- 
man street used up all the funds available for improvements. 
This square is well patronized and is quite a beautiful place. 
The cutting of grass, edging of walks, and sprinkling lawns 
comprised the work done. 
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MORRIS SQUARE. 

This square was kept clean, the lawns sprinkled and the grass 
cut. Stone screening walks, with gravel base, were laid, and 
but little more can be added to this place for the present to 
make it useful. 

INDIANOLA SQUARE. 

The improvements of this square having been about com- 
pleted, the maintenance is the more important. Dead trees 
were removed and new ones planted and the whole place kept in 
nice condition. This is one of the new parks and I made a 
design to fit the place, and it is one of the brightest places in 
the city arid serves an excellent purpose as a neighborliood 
park. : 

The flower beds and hardy deciduous shrubs add much to the | 
place and the flowering and foliage plants in beds are as follows: 


Cannas wo Se re 257 
Caladiums..” .oof62 oes ae a Ga i re oe 119 
Gera ning? F iscgcie s Fo ee eee ee ee aie te ee 750 


McCARTY PLACE. 

This triangle, situated in West Indianapolis, was kept in a 
cleanly condition, and this year a number of flowering and foli- 
age plants were used in adorning the place. Some trouble was 
experienced in keeping out cows and horses of persons who 
either allowed them to run at large at night, or desired the 
place for a pasture. 


The following plants were used: : 
Geranitvtms 5 ere a eee ay a ese ee ey ear 875 
A Hernanthera silencer ake totateny) oka abatene la atest ete ets ae 330 ~ 
Caladium) oir ooh e Wists aga ee ee oe oe ae 42 
GABA 0s PEA wile ete ee oe etl ee UN ae Dae Cat a ae 202 
APOPATUIA) io Eira he whoa eles A SPR aa cial ate 230 
Achyranthus | ./ sds. Sees concie eo, eta ete) Stet meseee ~ LOS 


RIVERSIDE PARK. 

The marks of the farm are fast disappearing in this park, and 
during the past season much work has been done. Two hand- 
some suspension bridges were erected during the summer, and 
the view from these, both up and down the river is very fine. 

A portion of the boulevard along the river was rolled and 
filled with bank gravel, and the surface coated with a heavy 
coating of stone screenings, which, as far as it goes, has made a 
nice surface. 

Park roadways, everywhere in the United States, are made 
of heavy macadam or something approaching macadam, and 
until a proper wearing surface be put upon our park roadways, 
but little in the way of pleasant drives may be expected of 
them. , | 
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The east park way, bordering the park, was graded and 
eraveled during the summer and considerable grading and 
eraveling done on Thirtieth street, both east and west of White 
river. ‘The raw slopes along Thirtieth street have been dressesd 
with soil and sodded, as well as the bicycle path from Thirtieth 
street to the bear pit. Stone screening walks were made from 
the bear pit to Thirtieth street on the top of the hill, and from 
the street car loop to the junction of Thirtieth street and the 
boulevard. 

The nine-hole golf course was mowed and the grass sprinkled 
during the summer, and eight bunkers built. An eighteen-hole 
course was also laid out on the west side of the park, south of 
the deer park. Where rough surfaces existed, they have been 
smoothed down and sown with blue grass seed. The interior 
of a portion of the old bowling alley has been supplied with 
lockers and a dressing room for the golf players. Many more 
persons now play golf on these grounds than there were during 
the previous season. 

About four hundred bushels of grass seed were sown during 

the latter part of September and the fore part of October. 
_ Above Crooked creek about forty acres of land were rented 
out to grow wheat, one-half the product to go to the city. The 
corn crop on the ten acres leased out yearly, was a failure this 
year and we are compelled to buy corn for our horses this ay 
in the winter. 

I must again call attention to the bridge over White river on 
Thirtieth street. Having no sidewalks, pedestrians have to 
take the roadway, and on several Sundays I could not see how 
accidents were averted, the bridge being crowded and teams 
becoming frightened at the steamboat: running under it. This 
bridge was built about twenty-four years ago and as this is 
about the life of an iron or steel bridge, a new one should be 
built, which should be a handsome and ample masonry bridge, 
for Thirtieth street is one of the principal approaches to the 
park. 

Another bridge is also needed at the north end of the park, 
‘connecting Northwestern avenue and the Cooper road, by an 
opening of Thirty-eighth street. This would relieve much of 
the trafic from the neighboring farms, which now passes 
through the park along Cr ‘ooked creck and River roads, keeping 
them in bad condition part of the time and which should be 
solely reserved for light driving. 

Over three thousand young trees and a large number of 
hardy shrubs were planted during the fall. Of the trees planted 
last fall, the larger part have lived, which has been surprising. 
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The extreme drought during the summer and the very hot 
weather compelled us to haul water from North Indianapolis 
to sprinkle the trees. About five thousand gallons a day were 
hauled and the trees given as much water as our facilities would 
permit. During the hottest time, however, the ground and sun 
was so hot that steam would arise after the water was thrown 
about the tree. Late in the fall I noticed the flat-headed apple 
tree borer was at work and had destroyed a number of trees. 
A close examination of all trees was made and the ones infested 
taken up and destroyed. In the spring all the trees will be 
treated with applications of soap emulsion to destroy eggs of 
the beetle which deposits them. 

‘The improvement of this park has been rapid and no city in 
the country can show the amount and character of work done 
for the money expended. 

GENERAL. 
The work of making a park is one immense study, and all 


that is done is with a view to the future, twenty to fifty years: 


hence. The growth of the trees and shrubbery, the creation of 


romantic dells, the re-establishment of perfectly natural land-. 


scapes, the designs for all permanent improvements such as 
roads, walks, bridges, dams, buildings, etc., must be done with 
one end in view—that of a harmonious finish in the future. 
It is a constant study, one improvement always suggests another 
and together they go to make up the proper condition. In 
the care of parks much depends upon the workmen, and those 
in charge of the individual parks, for but very few men are 
capable, either by natural instincts or by the training of the 
mind, to care for such places, not to say anything of directing 
laborers how to do, after having their own orders. In no 
instance has the chanee of emplages who were interested in 
their work, been any Wa but a damage to a park, and it is 
several faontha before such employe can can be entrusted to 
follow out his directions without close watching. Sometimes 
one employe is capable of keeping up a small place, who would 
be utterly at sea in a larger place. It is not always the man 
who loves a flower or a tree who can look after a park, but more 
often it is the man who scarcely knows a flower from a weed, 
who obeys instructions to the letter and keeps his place in good 
shape. 

The public generally are appreciating our work, and during 
the past year it has been encouraging to hear the encomiums 
passed upon many of the pases af the parks. 

At best it is slow work, but it is made more so by the lack of 


funds to carry on needed permanent improvements, and unless 


« 


« 


1% 


the main unprovements be made at the start, it keeps the parks 
continually torn up. fuck 

Much remains to be done in the way of permanent improve- 
ments, and my plans include more water surface than now 
exists in Riverside Park, but the parks of this city will not 
progress as they should unless some way be found by which 
the Park Board may have more money annually. 

In the near future the question of a boulevard along Fall 
ereek will be taken up, and it should be prosecuted vigorously. 
No more fascinating drive could be had about the northeast 
section than one along Fall creek from Capitol avenue to the 
Fair Grounds. It will cost something to build this driveway, 
but it will be money well spent. ‘This will probably be the 
beginning of a system of boulevards which this city should 
have, and in outlining such a system, I should say, after years of 
consideration of the matter, that a clain of driveways should 
be up Fall creek to the Fair Grounds, westwardly to Riverside 
Park, through the park and back into the city. 

Our city needs more small parks, about lke the present 
squares, in congested parts of the city, and in such places they 
do more to better general conditions than do lectures, laws or 
anything else. 

We are badly in need of a water system in Riverside Park, 
and as our trees must be watered for some years to come, the 
task of present watering is great. During the past summer the 
water was hauled a mile before reaching the park, and another 
mile inside the park. 

Trusting that my administration of park affairs has been to 
your entire satisfaction, I respectfully submit this report. 


_J. CLyDE PowEr, 
Engineer and Superintendent. 


REPORT OF SECRETARY BOARD PARK 
COMMISSIONERS 





INDIANAPOLIS, 
To the Board of Park Gonnee ihe of the City of In- 


dianapolis, Ind: 


InD., December 31, 1901. 


Gentlemen—lI have the honor to submit herewith a financial 
statement of the park funds for the fiscal year ending this day. 


Very respectfully, 


BERT L. FEIBLEMAN, 


TABLE I. 


Secretary Park Board. 


Appropriations, Lapenditures and Balances, 190. 





| 
Account. | 





Appropriated. 














Garfield Park, main’ance. 
Military Park, main’ance. 
University Sq., main’nce. 
St.Clair & Ft. Wayne, 1m’ce 
Hend., Flet., etc., main’ce 
Hend., Flet., etc., improv. 
Flet. & 11th, main’ance.. 
Greenlawn, maintenance 
Morton Pl., maintenance. 
Morris Park, main’ance .. 
McCarty Pl., maintenance 
Oifice sana: Seyeeee eee a ee ae 
Brookside Park, main’nce 
Brookside Park, improv ub 
Riverside Park, main’ance 
Riverside Park, improv’ t. 
Indianola $q., main’ance. 
Highland Sq., main’ance. 
Highland Sq., improv’nt. 
Spades, maintenance .... 
Spades, improvements . 


Miscellaneous park f’nd { 
Purchase’of lands. : 71.) 4, 


$10,900 00 


3,320 00 
1,540 00 
1,150 00 
850 00 
300 00 
1,870 00 
2,565 00 
850 00 
700 00 
350 00 
7,530 00 
6,000 00 
6,000 00 


19,000 00 
29,500 00 


1,500 00 
1,500 00 

500 00 
1,000 00 
1,500 00 


1,363 O1 (bal. ) 
704 00 (income 
265 38 (bal. ) 


2,000 00 


$102,757 39 








Expended. Balance 
$10,898 08 $1 92 
3,319 65 35 
“52342 16 58 
1,149 50 50 
849 30 70 
300003 eae 
1,843 84 26 16 
2,565 00 ty sucess name 
850 005) see 
699 52 48 
348 21 1 79 
7,153 48 376 52 
5,994 80 5 20 
5,719 20 280 80 
18,974 96 25 04 
29,482 52 17 48 
1,496 94 3 06 
1,375 23 124 77 
“493 69 631 
977 94 22 06 
1,500 OOS) ieee a ae 
) ‘ 1,432 00 635 01 
tO Ci eee 265 38 
2,000: 00 ee 
$1,810 11 


$100,947 28 | 


LA 
TABLE IL. 
Park Expenditures by Months, rogor. 
BE ee se. Fe Ae MARE IRE Mt OT ON ce ewe 8 $18,358 65 
he, AP a RRR CANA PA oo Re peak kersers 4,206" 21 
TCE ae a Pea re a enath to ay Se a, GR anne 3,239 80 
RE Og Gg ce cae TOM ETT ERAT EEN ake 9 ey eS SS 3,584 04 
Been 8 yd el oe WSOP these cow, 5 22», 7,594 98 
ee AO hye a, 12s a Rah 3 Los natin) OT dle shad Ag Aa te eran en $ 6,810 80 
OS CRASS RI SSI Ms Rapa te Ao ogg ALU HY cl Pa ec 9,278 98 
ner meT IEA Fins te te ACs hy one Sa es, Gee kara os} eou,} 14,937 64 
RN en at Pm RC eet WEG ST agit Fe ies 3 8,766 64 
UR An PRIN MER Mech POLLEN hc We CREO SoA Tl eo cael g ES lw Ce 7,382 43 
Re Pe ee ee ALL et Cg aI Ala ee aoe a Pe ee ws 13,045 05 


Es ey PS eo ee oi KOE Oe te oe es BP es 3,742 06 


10) 5 ae ee Ue eM AS Mido 8, eee SCAN AN, Bet ar $100,947 28 
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